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Overview of the 2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake Disaster:
The Objectives of the 9th Thematic Symposium

TSUKAWAKI Shinji
Institute of Nature and Environmental Technology, Kanazawa University, Kanazawa,

Japan

Abstract

The Noto Peninsula is well known for its outstanding beautiful coastal scenery.
Its northern coast, where steep mountain slopes continue to the coast, is a typical
landslide area in Japan, but the crops from the farmland have been created using
topographic features of the landslide areas, and the seafood from the Sea of Japan
landed at the fishing ports, have supported the local communities in the Noto
economically. However, this self-sustaining setting changed dramatically with the
2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake occurred at 4:10 pm on the first of January 2024.
The earthquake, which recorded a maximum seismic intensity of 7 in Wajima,
Suzu, and Shika, caused large-scale landslides and collapses of mountain slopes
in various places in the peninsula, resulting in significant changes to the
topography. Many of the outstanding beautiful rocks that were important tourist
resources in Noto collapsed or were buried under rock avalanches. The upheaval
of over 4 m on the northern coast of the peninsula not only changed the coastal
scenery but also rendered most of the fishing ports unusable. There was also
significant damage to agricultural areas such as "Senmaida” rice fields. Damage
to roads, quays, buildings, private houses and other structures was also extensive,
with a tsunami hitting the Suzu coast, ground liquefaction in Uchinada and other
areas, and large-scale fires breaking out in the Morning Market area of Wajima.
In September, torrential rains hit the affected areas.

This international thematic symposium will first look at how the 2024 Noto
Peninsula Earthquake has changed the Noto Peninsula's rich and blessed natural
environment. Following this introduction, there will be presentations on the
rescue activities of the ancient documents handed down in the Noto Peninsula
region for generations and the world-famous Wajima lacquerware, and on the
recovery efforts of large-scale manufacturing companies in the area. Further, this
will be followed by an introduction to Taiwan, another region that has experienced
earthquakes, about its society and disasters, followed by presentations by
researchers invited from Taiwan about examples of recovery in rural areas and

the response of local governments after huge earthquakes.
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Rescue Activities for Materials Damaged by the Noto Peninsula
Earthquake

UEDA Hisao
School of Humanities, Institute of Human and Social Sciences, Kanazawa University,

Kanazawa, Japan

Abstract
In response to the Noto Peninsula earthquake on January 1, 2024, I formed the
Ishikawa Network for Preserving Historical Materials with Professor Toshihiko
Honda of the Faculty of Letters, Kanazawa Gakuin University on March 1.
In the field of Japanese history, starting with the Historical Materials Network
(“Shiryo-Network”) formed after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995,
“Shiryo-Network” have been established in various regions in response to the
frequent occurrence of large-scale disasters such as earthquakes and floods.
“Shiryo-Network” consists of university faculty, curators of museums and
archives, graduate students, and citizen volunteers who have rescued historical
materials from damaged old houses, temples, and shrines, organized and returned
them over a long period of time, and returned the revealed historical events to the
local community in the form of local lectures and publications. “Shiryo-Network”
has also played a role in spreading awareness of the importance and significance
of local historical heritage by inviting citizens to participate in cleaning and
organizing the materials.
We are participating in the rescue activities of the Cultural Heritage Disaster
Risk Management Center's rescue in various places in Noto. We have also begun
organizing our rescued historical materials. Many students and graduate students
are also participating in the rescue and organization of materials.
I would like to introduce the background, current status and issues of these
activities, and would like to have an opportunity to receive opinions from people

in various fields to expand the possibilities of our activities.
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Damage to Wajima Lacquer Ware Production Area and Examples
of Reconstruction Efforts

YASUJIMA Yukiharu
School of Art and Design, University of Toyama, Takaoka, Japan

Abstract
On January 1, 2024, a massive earthquake centered around the Noto Peninsula
caused an unprecedented disaster. As of January 15, 2025, the total number of
fatalities in Ishikawa Prefecture was 498, including 181 in Wajima City (including
80 disaster-related deaths) and 151 in Suzu City (including 54 disaster-related
deaths), and two people were missing.
In addition, the torrential rain disaster that occurred on September 21, 2024,
while recovery was underway, resulted in 13 deaths, and temporary housing was
flooded above floor level, compounding the damage.
I have been conducting a survey of the Wajima lacquerware production area as
my research field. Since the January 1 disaster, I have been collecting and
disseminating information on support activities related to Wajima lacquerware,
and I have also been personally cleaning lacquerware for students at the Wajima
Lacquer Ware Technical Training Institute and for lacquerware businesses that
were affected by the disaster.
Based on these activities, this paper discusses the damage and support activities,
as well as issues that need to be addressed for creative reconstruction in the

future.

Cleaning volunteers Rescued Lacquerware
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Restoration of the Manufacturer after the 2024 Noto Peninsula
Earthquake: An Examination of the General Business Continuity
Scheme

SHIRAISHI Hiroyuki
(Faculty of Commerce, Chuo Gakuin University, Chiba, Japan

Abstract
This presentation discusses the application of the generally accepted business
continuity scheme (BCS) after major earthquakes to large corporations whose
factories are in the rural districts where the population has been increasingly on
the decline, in other words, we confirms the effectiveness of the general BCS in
such an underpopulated area. We explored a case study on the Ishikawa Sanken
Co. Ltd. whose factories are located in Noto region which is the northern part of
Ishikawa Prefecture in Japan. Through the case study on getting back up and
running of the company after the 2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake, we examined
application possibilities of the general BCS, checked if anything needs correcting,
and found things that need to be revised.
Specific options of the representative BCS, namely main measures listed in the
Business Continuity Guidelines made by the Japanese Cabinet Office are
indicated as follows: (1) multiplexing or distributing sites for operations, (2)
collaboration with other companies (OEM, outsourcing, mutual aid agreements,
etc.) ,(3)teleworking and working at satellite offices, (4)prior development and
procurement of backup personnel indispensable to the continuity of critical
operations. These are believed to be purposeful and significant in order to resume
operations.
We examined and checked the validity of such measures with the prospect that
Noto is getting severely depopulated because more and more young people are
deserting it for cities. We considered the fact that manufacturers of Noto are
community-based, too.
In conclusion, the content of the general BCS doesn’t match the reality of large
manufacturers located in Noto region. The BCS in the depopulated area such as
Noto should be local-oriented. The reconstruction of the local community is more
important than multiplication and distribution of sites,teleworking and working

at satellite offices..
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Taiwan: An Introduction to Its Society, History, and Disasters

MAENO Seitaro

Institute of Human and Social Sciences, Kanazawa University, Kanazawa, Japan

Abstract
This symposium will feature two speakers from Taiwan. Taiwan and Japan have
developed societies on islands with similar natural environments, which have
regularly suffered significant damage from earthquakes and typhoons. However,
the historical backgrounds and political systems of the two societies are not at all
similar. There are some significant features to consider when understanding
disasters and their reconstruction in Taiwan: the transformation of the canter-
local relations after democratization, the presence of religious volunteers, et
cetera. This presentation is intended to provide the Japanese audience with a

basic orientation in order to better understand the following two presentations.
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Recent Issues and Challenges in Earthquake Response by Local
Governments in Taiwan

LEE Hsiang-Chieh
Policy and Socio-economics Division

National Science and Technology Center for Disaster Reduction, Taipei, Taiwan

Abstract
This study aims to derive critical insights from past disasters through a
systematic examination of local government response efforts during the 2016
Tainan 0206 Earthquakes and 2018 Hualien 0206 Earthquake. The findings
provide a robust empirical basis for the formulation of policy recommendations to
strengthen disaster response strategies, while offering a nuanced understanding
of the mechanisms and dynamics of resilience under conditions of adversity. The
study employs two primary methods: First, seven in-depth interviews were
conducted with key stakeholders, including the city government’s secretary-
general, the Disaster Prevention and Response Office advisor, fire chiefs, the
director of the Construction Department, the president of the Civil Engineers
Association, and volunteer firefighters, including government and civil society
representatives. Second, secondary data analysis was performed using central
emergency operation center summary reports, local government disaster reports,
official webpages, media coverage, and a speech by a key representative of an
NGO. A timeline was meticulously constructed, capturing the local governments'
response actions, the responsible units, and the challenges they encountered
during both earthquakes. The analysis identified 10 critical response themes,
encompassing situation assessment, organizational and legal frameworks, rescue
operations, resource deployment, donations and relief supplies, shelter
management, media and family communications, post-disaster building
inspections, public needs, and other related activities such as legal investigations
and reconstruction. Challenges within each theme were highlighted, leading to
the proposal of 27 targeted strategies for municipal commanders to enhance future
responses. Additionally, the study explored the role of civil society through the
lens of resilience, reflecting on how the involvement of diverse stakeholders
presents opportunities to shape and further transform the overall disaster
management system. These insights underscore the importance of integrating
local resources and experiences into a more robust and adaptive disaster response

framework.
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