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2. The Fourth Internship Programme

APSARA National Authority
Deputy Director-General Hang Peou

This year is the fourth year of our internship programme. The students of this year
were also very eager to learn on Khmer culture through our internship programme in
the Angkor World Heritage. The programme was held from the 26th of August to the
6th of September 2013, all students worked with APSARA staffs on four projects such as
rehabilitation of North Baray, rehabilitation of West Baray, Khmer Habitat project, and
Run Ta Ek eco-village project.

On the first day of the programme, I was absent due to an oversea mission, but
Professor Shinji Tsukawaki and my staffs organised above stated activities well as like
as other years before. On the first day of the second week, I made a lecture for the
students on the whole works of the APSARA National Authority and our vision on the
safeguard and sustainable development of the heritage. I had many questions during
and after my lecture from them. It gave an exceptional impression for me. I understood
because they already had worked in the fields and had understood our challenges. I
grasped a certain improvement of our internship programme.

On the final day of the second week, I had a time to discuss with our students for
evaluation. All students gave their feelings of satisfaction through their learning,
their adaptation with the APSARA staffs during their works, and their well
understanding of Khmer cultures back to me. When the evaluation session was finished,
a student gave me an unexpected question “Why the local people have so many
children?” that I had never considered before. My friendly answer was “They have much
time”. She raised another question to Professor Tsukawaki in Japanese which I could
not understand. She laughed with other
students when they had his reply. Her
second question was “How many
children does Mr Hang Peou have?”
Because of this conversation, I really
understood that they were looking in
detail differences between two cultures.

It should be a very good case study.

Finally, I wish to emphasise that ‘a long

live our Internship Programme!
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